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Bird-exclusion netting can be highly effective for reducing
bird damage to agricultural crops, but the high cost of materials
and perceived difficulty of applying and removing it has dis-
couraged many growers from using this technique. The ex-
pectation of extensive damage toa high-value crop may warrant
the implementation of costly protection measures such as bird-
exclusion netting. During 1987, we evaluated a method for
applying and removing bird-cxclusion netting in 4 commercial
vineyards on the North Fork of Long Island, New York. The
method involved altering a hydraulically-operated, front-end
bucket-loader to accommodate loading and applying 5.2-m-
wide nets directly over rows of grape vines. Applying the
netting, including loading and unloading the rolls of netting,
required an average of 2.5 hr/ha for3 people. Removal required
anaverage of 2.8 hr/ha for 3 people. The single largest cost was
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the price of the netting, which accounted for approximately 70-
74% of the total cost of the program. Four growers have used
the netting for 5 seasons with minimal damage and anticipate
using the netting for at least 1 additional season. The total cost
of modifying the tractor and purchasing, applying,and removing
the netting, based on an estimated net life of 5 yr, was $509-
$534/ha/yr. Assuming that the netting is 95% effective in
preventing bird depredations, it provides cost-effective pro-
tection in vineyards where high levels of damage (>6%) are
anticipated. However, the netting may not be practical in small
vineyards or where low levels of damage are expected. An
increasing number of vineyard managers on Long Island arc
using bird-exclusion netting to protect their vineyards from

birds.
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