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Animal Health Requirements for Honey Bees to be Exported
to Costa Rica from the United States

The bees must be accompanied by a U.S. Origin Health Certificate, issued by either an accredited
veterinarian or the competent State authorities and endorsed by a Veterinary Services (VS)
veterinarian.  The certificate shall contain the name and address of the consignor and/or the apiary
of origin (if different from the consignor), and the name and address of the consignee.  It should
also include the breed and number of units of the bees and the identification markings listed on the
shipping containers. 

The following are the animal health requirements and a U.S. origin health certificate to be used for
honey bees exported to Costa Rica:

CERTIFICATIONS:

1. The bees originate from apiaries where no cases of American foulbrood, European
foulbrood, acariasis, nosemosis, and varoaiasis have occurred for at least 2 years prior to
exportation.

EXAMINATIONS:

1. A sample of the bees to be exported must be examined prior to export and found free of
varoaiasis and any other parasites/pests of bees.

OTHER INFORMATION:

1. Upon arrival in Costa Rica, inspectors will take samples of bees for analysis of internal and
external mites.

2. Cages/containers will be incinerated at the airport.

3. The exported honey bees will be quarantined on the farm of destination until the
laboratory results are reported.


