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Sirex Cooperators



In September of 2004 
a single female 
specimen of Sirex 
noctlio was submitted 
as part of a collection 
from a CAPS 
Lindgren Funnel trap 
targeting Exotic Bark 
Beetles.   
The EBB trapping 
was conducted under 
the Cooperative 
Agricultural Pest 
Survey Program. 



#*

CAPS EBB Survey (Hot Zone)



In February 2005 the specimen was indentified 
by Dr. Richard Hoebeke of Cornell and 

confirmed as Sirex noctilio by Dr. David Smith 
USDA ARS.



Significance of Detection
• First environmental 

detection in North 
America

• Associated with a toxic 
mucus and symbiotic 
fungus introduced 
during oviposition

• Associated with the 
mortality of North 
American Pine species 
grown in the Southern 
Hemisphere
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Rapid response to the discovery resulted in the 
placement of approximately 600 traps extending 

out 80 miles from the port of Oswego.



Five counties in New York were declared infested with 
Sirex noctilio.
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CFIA reported the detection of Sirex noctilio along 
the northern border of the state and Lake Ontario.



Pine Hosts in New York

White PineWhite Pine Red PineRed Pine Scotch PineScotch Pine



Sirex Science Advisory Panel
Annapolis, MD

• SSAP was comprised from representatives of CPHST, 
USFS, SUNY ESF, PSU, NC State, Brazil, Australia, & 
Canada.

• Determined SWW is NOT a candidate for eradication.
• Recommended an intensive survey protocol for 2006.
• Recommended the initiation of a Biocontrol Program 

and the implementation silvicultural BMP’s.
• Tree removal not recommended.



A much more 
comprehensive 
survey strategy was 
employed in 2006.  
Approximately 1,400 
traps were placed at 
a density of 1 trap 
per 25 square miles 
throughout most of 
the state.  
Vermont and 
Pennsylvania also 
participated in the 
survey.



2006 survey results found an additional 22 counties 
to be infested.  Pennsylvania reported 2 infested 
counties.



CFIA reported numerous detections north of 
Lakes Ontario and Erie and east of Huron.
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The National Plant Board has requested a quarantine 
to prevent the facilitated spread of this pest..



Federal- State Draft Quarantines



Pest Distribution
Incomplete
2007 survey needs to focus on that area immediately 
west of the 2006 distribution map Great Lake States.
Consideration should be given to the implementation 
of a trap tree survey that will transition into the bio-
control initiative if Sirex is detected. 
A regulated area can be identified with some degree 
of confidence if we include a buffer to account for 
natural spread and the absence of sensitivity to our 
general trapping methodology.





Quarantine
Purpose:

(1) to prevent the 
facilitated spread of a 
pest through the 
movement of regulated 
articles…..for
the protection of 
designated areas 
outside of that area or 
region known to be 
infested. 



What is at risk?
Softwood production in the U.S. 
is a multibillion dollar industry.
Southern States combined value 
of logs and bolts, lumber, veneer, 
and pulpwood production is 
greater than $8 billion annually. 
In the Western U.S. the same 
commodities are valued in 
excess of $10 billion annually. 
Additionally throughout the U.S. 
pine provides valuable and 
unique habitat to a variety of 
flora and fauna. 



STAKEHOLDERS ?
Do landowners/managers and forest products 
industries see themselves as stakeholders?
Will they support the USDA in the designation of the 
wood wasp as an actionable pest?
Will they aid in the identification of high risk 
pathways leading from infested areas of the country 
to those regions of the country requiring protection
Will they support accelerated research to assist in 
the identification of treatments, the implementation 
of silvicultural BMP’s and the initiation of a bio-
control program?
Will you, as a key stakeholder, support/lobby federal 
and state governments to implement the above?



To move forward with the confidence that 
federal and state governments can succeed -
necessitates our understanding of your 
position on this issue and of Forest Health in 
general. 

If we do not proceed with what we know 
about Sirex – then what status of pest does it 
take to trigger support of your industries and 
to obtain your participation in a partnership 
safeguarding the Forest Resource of the 
state and country?



• It is approaching 2 years from the date of 
initial confirmation.

• In terms of Rapid Response it is apparent 
that funding must be available to :
– Delimit infestations ASAP
– Identify gaps in our pest database and 

initiate research networking with local 
colleges and universities.

– Conduct outreach to stakeholders
– Implement a response strategy
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