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USDA SEEKS COMMENTS ON PLAN TO COMBAT EXOTIC FRUIT FLIES 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16, 2006–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service released today a plan to further protect the health and value of American agricultural resources threatened by the introduction and establishment of exotic fruit fly pests.

APHIS’ plant protection and quarantine division is asking stakeholders, cooperators and the general public to provide comments on its plan to harmonize all exotic fruit fly programs.

The Exotic Fruit Fly Strategic Plan is an integrated, multi-faceted approach that incorporates surveillance activities, control programs and regulatory actions to safeguard American agriculture against a number of fruit fly species, including Mediterranean (Medfly), Mexican and Oriental fruit flies.

“The management plan is based on three essential tenets for combating exotic fruit flies,” said W. Ron DeHaven, APHIS administrator.  “First, detection and preventive release programs are critical in stopping small introductions of the pests.  Next, participation in overseas surveillance and control activities reduces the threat at its source.  And finally, effective use of sterile insect technology is essential to successful exclusion and eradication programs,” he said.

 Increased globalization of the transportation industry and increased availability of affordable travel can inadvertently create pathways for exotic fruit fly introductions here in the United States.  To address these realities and safeguard against a pest that attacks more than 400 host plants, APHIS is taking a global approach and will focus on achieving five priorities:

· Preventing individual fruit fly introductions from becoming established populations in the continental United States;

· Reducing the imminent threat of introductions or spread of Medfly and Mexican fruit fly populations in Mexico;

· Lessening the impact of Mexican fruit flies currently established in portions of Texas;

· Supporting the development of fruit fly detection and control programs in the Caribbean Basin and Central America to reduce the threat they present and

· Reducing the entry risk by providing technical support worldwide. 

 Over the next five years, APHIS officials, working with both domestic and international partners, intend to bolster USDA’s capacity to control one of the most destructive pests of fruits and vegetables in the world.  The agency has set three goals in its plan to protect host commodities valued at more than $7.2 billion on the open market.
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Through fruit fly exclusion and detection programs, APHIS will:

· Enhance detection and response capabilities and strengthen preventive release programs;

· Ensure Medfly does not move north of the state of Chiapas, Mexico; and

· Eradicate the Mexican fruit fly from Texas and northern Mexico along the Lower Rio Grande Valley.


The Mediterranean fruit fly (Ceratitis capitata), commonly called Medfly, or Moscamed in Spanish, is one of the world's most destructive agricultural pests.  The female Medfly attacks ripening fruit, piercing the soft skin and laying eggs in the puncture.  The eggs hatch into larvae (maggots), which feed inside the fruit pulp.

In the United States, the Medfly could attack peaches, pears, plums, apples, apricots, avocados, citrus, cherries, figs, grapes, guavas, kumquats, loquats, nectarines, peppers, persimmons, tomatoes and several nuts.
The Medfly originated in Africa.  It has since spread throughout the Mediterranean region, southern Europe, the Middle East, Western Australia, South and Central America and Hawaii.  In general, it is found in most tropical and subtropical areas of the world.

The Medfly became established in Hawaii in 1910.  Hawaii remains infested with this pest, and no eradication program is currently under way.  The first of numerous U.S. mainland infestations occurred in Florida in 1929.  However, state and federal eradication programs in California, Florida and Texas have prevented the Medfly from becoming established.

Notice of this plan is scheduled for publication in the Feb. 17 Federal Register.
Consideration will be given to comments received on or before March 20. 
Send an original and three copies of postal mail or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. APHIS- 2006-0007 Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.  If you wish to submit a comment using the Internet, go to the Federal eRulemaking portal at http://www.regulations.gov and, in the “Search for Open Regulation” box, select “Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service” from the agency drop-down menu, then click on “Submit.”  In the Docket ID column, select APHIS-2006-0007 to submit or view public comments and to view supporting and related materials available electronically.


Comments are posted on the Regulations.gov Web site and may also be reviewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  To facilitate entry into the comment reading room, please call (202) 690-2817. 
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Note to Reporters: USDA news releases, program announcements and media advisories are available on the Internet.  Go to the APHIS news release page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/newsroom/.  Also, anyone with an e-mail address can sign up to receive APHIS press releases automatically.  Send an e-mail message to lyris@mdrdlyriss10.aphis.usda.gov and leave the subject blank.  In the message, type subscribe press_releases.

