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USDA TO ADD ARGENTINA TO LIST OF REGIONS CONSIDERED FREE OF EXOTIC NEWCASTLE DISEASE, FINAL RULE
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27, 2006(The U.S. Department of Agriculture(s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is amending its import regulations regarding live poultry and poultry products to add Argentina to the list of regions considered free of exotic Newcastle disease (END).

After conducting a thorough risk evaluation, APHIS has determined that Argentina has met the requirements to be recognized as being free of END.   APHIS is also adding Argentina to the list of regions that, although declared free of END, must provide additional certification confirming that any poultry or poultry products destined for the United States originated in a region free of END and that, prior to importation, were not commingled with poultry or poultry products from regions where END still exists. 
Specifically, the certification must state that live poultry and poultry products did not come in contact with poultry or products from any region where END is considered to exist; have not lived in a region where END is considered to exist; have not been transported through a region where END is considered to exist unless they were moved directly through the region in a sealed container and the seal was intact upon arrival at the point of destination; and all processed poultry meat and or poultry products were processed in a region known to be END‑free,  in a federally inspected processing plant under the direct supervision of a full‑time, salaried veterinarian of the Argentine government.

This action eliminates certain import restrictions previously imposed on poultry and poultry products from Argentina destined for the United States.  However, USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service does not recognize Argentina’s poultry meat inspection system as equivalent.  Argentina will not be eligible to export poultry meat and processed egg products to the United States until FSIS recognizes Argentina’s system as equivalent.  

END is one of the most infectious poultry diseases in the world.  It is a contagious and fatal viral disease that affects the respiratory, nervous and digestive systems of all species of birds.

This final rule is scheduled to appear in the Jan. 30 Federal Register and becomes effective March 1.
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