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USDA DOCUMENT ON EUROPEAN UNION CLASSIFICATION AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has finalized, with minor changes, a draft document that identifies the administrative units (AUs) within 11 member states of the European Union (EU) for classification in the event of a foreign animal disease outbreak.


The draft document titled, “APHIS Considerations on the Identification of Administrative Units for Certain Member States of the European Union,” identifies the smallest administrative jurisdictions within the 11 member states of the EU that we would consider “regions” or AUs in the event of future animal disease outbreaks.   This will facilitate trade by allowing the United States to restrict imports from affected areas within a member state instead of restricting imports from an entire country.


The 11 member states are:  Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden and the United Kingdom.  In additional, the existing AUs already identified for Italy have been reevaluated.


Additionally, the final version of the document contains the correct translations of the Swedish governmental agencies mentioned on page 13 of the draft document. 


The final version of the document may be viewed on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/reg-request.html.  At the bottom of that Web site page, click on “Information previously submitted by Regions requesting export approval and supporting documentation.”  At the next screen click on the triangle beside “European Union/Not Specified/Classical Swine Fever,” then click on the triangle beside “Response by APHIS,” that will reveal a link to the document.


The availability notice is scheduled for publication in the July 29 Federal Register.  APHIS documents published in the Federal Register are available on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.
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