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USDA DRAFT DOCUMENT ON EUROPEAN UNION CLASSIFICATION AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT


WASHINGTON, April 26, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s  Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has prepared a draft document that proposes to identify administrative units (AU), within 11 member states of the European Union and reevaluates the previously identified AU for Italy. 


Administrative units are the smallest administrative jurisdictions within the EU member states that APHIS would consider as regions in the event of an animal disease outbreak. 


APHIS is proposing to identify AU for 11 EU member states in order to facilitate trade between the EU and the United States in a consistent manner.  The 11 member states are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden and the United Kingdom.  APHIS has already identified AU for France, Germany, Italy and Spain.


Currently, if an animal disease outbreak occurred in any of the EU member states for which APHIS has not identified with an AU,  regional trade restrictions would be placed on the entire territory of the member state instead of the specific jurisdiction where the animal disease outbreak has occurred.  In other words, regionalization would occur at a national rather than  a subnational level.


Notice of the availability of the draft document was published in the April 21 Federal Register.  APHIS documents published in the Federal are available on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.   APHIS is making this draft document available for public review and comment.


Consideration will be given to comments received on or before June 20.  Send an original and three copies of postal mail or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. 04-081-1, Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, Md. 20737-1238.  If you wish to submit a comment using the Internet, go to EDOCKET at http://www.epa.gov/feddocket, click on “View Open APHIS Dockets,” and locate agency Docket No. 04-081-1.  


Comments are posted on the EDOCKET Web site and may also be reviewed at USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  To facilitate entry into the comment reading room please call (202) 690-2817.
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Note to Reporters: USDA news releases, program announcements and media advisories are available on the Internet.  Go to the APHIS news release page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/news/press.html.  Also, anyone with an e-mail address can sign up to receive APHIS press releases automatically.  Send an e-mail message to lyris@mdrdlyriss10.aphis.usda.gov and leave the subject blank.  In the message, type
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